as well as to rnesangial matrix.
In fractured specimens treated with neuraminidase,
Introduction
The glomerular capillary wall contains fixed negatively charged sites and functions as both a size-selective and a charge-selective barrier to passage of macromolecules (14, 19, 28) . Cytochemistry and immunoelectron microscopy have been extensively used to define and locate the components of the filtration barrier (13, 26) . Classical cytochemical studies of the glomerulus used, for the most part, perfusion of the kidney with macromolecular labels and tracers (2, 8, 21, 31, 35 In addition, because of their situation in the innermost region of the gbmerular tuft and their low accessibility to tracers, little is known about the structure and topochemistry of the mesangial matrix and the surface receptors on the mesangial cells (7, 11, 13, 19, 22, 25) . -7) , epithelial cells of the capsule of Bowman (Figure 8 shown in Figure 4 (arrowheads) and Figure  5 . However, the labeling density over these cross-fracture profiles appeared lower than over cell surfaces, as described above.
The mesangial matrix was also clearly labeled by WGA ( Figure   7 ) (Table  1 ).
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We report here the use of freeze-fracture to gain general access to .,:. (19, 21, 23, 35, 37 
